
Canadian Parents for French, Nanaimo-Ladysmith Chapter 
Thursday, January 14, 2010  6:45-8:15 p.m.
Quarterway School Library
Draft Meeting Minutes

Present: Sylvia Arnold (minutes), Eliza Gardiner,  Peter Hewitt, Jacquie Leitch, Virginia Lofeudo, Christine Seargant, Judy Yandel
Guest:Michele Mazzarotto, District Resource Person for Teachers of Core French
Regrets:  Janis Chung

      1. Approval of Nov. 12, 2009 minutes
· Christine motioned that the minutes be adopted. Seconded by Eliza. All were in favour.

.
2. Guest:  Michele Mazzarotto spoke about her role supporting core French

· Used to be a full time position for both FI and Core; now split between Suzanne Smith (FI) and her. Michelle works about 1 day/week supporting core French teachers, especially at the elementary level (gr. 5, 6, 7) where teachers usually don’t have previous training to teach FSL.

· Jacquie asked what happens to FI students who go into core French in high school (this will be the case for Ladysmith students). Michele said things can be done to support such former FI students –e.g. they can challenge exams to get into a higher core French level. They discussed contacting the Ladysmith High School Core French teacher to devise a plan for the first group of Ladysmith FI-leaving students.
· Michele said she is intrigued with our chapter’s desire to reach out to core French parents. Isn’t sure how to do so, but will think about ideas.
3. Treasurer’s Report (Christine for Kelly)
· No word on the seed money yet
· We have received a sociocultural grant for a carnaval = $650 
4. Report from Nov. 7 conference
· Sylvia gave a report on the BC CPF conference in Vancouver. Possible ideas from the conference to pursue are to invite Glyn to come to speak about effective meetings , invite SFU’s French Cohort program to come to speak to both students and CPF parents, and have wine and cheeses w/ French conversation.
· Michele mentioned how important it is to have an actual person come to present – much more effective than brochures or teacher telling students about it.

Action: Michele will contact SFU cohort program re coming to present

5. Request for funds for Concours d’art oratoire
Sylvia motioned that our chapter contribute $200 in total towards transportation costs for SD68 finalists and their families to travel to the Concours in the Lower Mainland. Ginny seconded the motion. All were in favour.

   6. Subcommittee report
Carnaval

· Discussed that we decided to cancel the Feb. 28th ice date since it’s at the same time as the gold medal Olympic hockey game.  Although we received $650 in grant money, we can’t schedule the carnaval skating until the new scheduling comes out –which should be in a couple of weeks. 
Action: The subcommittee will look for an April ice date, possibly April 1st and will report back

St. Jean Baptiste

· We are welcome to join in with the Francophone Association’s camping at Rathrevor Beach. Bonfire on Saturday, June 26 night.

Movie night

· Decided to change movie night to Friday March 19 at Quarterway so as to take advantage of the NFB films. 

Action: Ginny will order the films from the NFB

         7. Our space on cpf.bc.ca/nanaimoladysmith
· We have a space on the BC CPF website. Minutes and Sylvia’s contact info is there. Suggestion made to get our own email address.

Action: Sylvia will contact Dimitry at BC CPF to see if we can get an email account through them.

      8. Resignation of Wendy, Communication Liaison 

· Sylvia noted that at the conference Glyn stressed that Communication Liaison is the most important position in a chapter. Info. is best sent from chapter to local members rather than from provincial.
· Decided to defer discussion of this to next meeting due to lack of time.

        9. FPAC (French Program Advisory Committee) representative
· Peter suggested that Janis Chung, who is now the DPAC rep to FPAC, become the CPF/DPAC rep.

Action: Peter will talk to Janis about this.

      10. Late French Immersion

· Peter said that Dee Cullon, who has attended some of our meetings, is still interested in getting Late French Immersion going in the district.

· Eliza motioned that the CPF rep to FPAC makes a statement that CPF Nanaimo-Ladysmith supports and encourages starting a Late French Immersion program. Ginny seconded. All were in favour.

Action: Ginny will talk to Janis about this.

       11. Next meeting

Next meeting is Thursday, March 4, 6:45-8:15 at Quarterway Library. 

